3354

Rongelap and the need to continue the deci-
sion-making process of the resettlement of
Rongelap by the local atoll government, rather
than directly by the Department of the Interior.
However, the legislation was also in recogni-
tion that the Department of the Interior had
done a good job carrying out the resettlement
policies embodied in Section 103(i) of Public
Law 99-239, Public Law 102—-154, and Sec-
tion 118(d) of Public Law 104-134. Specifi-
cally, in the bill, we agreed to continue for at
least another ten years the current program
under which the Rongelap Atoll Local Govern-
ment (RALGOV) manages the Rongelap Re-
settlement Trust Fund and determines its use
to achieve the resettlement goals defined by
the Rongelap people and address their current
condition of dislocation.

On October 26, 1999, the House unani-
mously approved H.R. 2970, to extend by law
the program for the resettlement of Rongelap
which has been established by the Depart-
ment of the Interior as directed by Congress
under statutes authorizing resettlement assist-
ance. The bill was referred to the Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources,
which is chaired by my good friend from Alas-
ka, Senator FRANK MURKOWSKI. | believe the
Senate’s willingness to take consideration of
H.R. 2970 if the current policy were not contin-
ued by agreement between DOI and RALGOV
contributed directly to the recent conclusion of
just such an agreement.

What the DOl and RALGOV have now
agreed to and accepted are indeed the same
result as would have obtained under H.R.
2970. This outcome could have been accom-
plished by agreement of the parties or enact-
ment of legislation, and | am pleased that the
House action approving H.R. 2970 and the
Senate’s support for the underlying policy led
the parties to take the initiative and agree to
extend that policy for ten years as the House
bill provided.

While the Secretary of Interior necessarily
retains the power to disapprove use of the
trust fund in a way that does not advance re-
settlement or address the conditions of dis-
location, we believe RALGOV established a
good record administering the resettlement
program. Use of up to 50% of the annual
earnings of the trust fund for local government
operations so that it can bear the costs and
burdens of administering the resettlement pro-
gram has proven the efficient and economical
way to carry out the resettlement program.

Without enabling the local government to
support and manage the resettlement program
directly, a community decision-making process
and administrative structure that would dupli-
cate the local government would have to be
created to manage the resettlement process.
Instead, the local government has taken re-
sponsibility for resettlement, dealing with dis-
location and resettlement have become the
central organizing mission and purpose of the
local government instead of a program being
carried out by the U.S. government. This has
a democratic institution building effect for the
community, and ensures a stable policy and
program. This is important for planning pur-
poses because resettlement is a long term
project the ground rules for which should not
change unless there is a good reason for it.

| commend the Rongelap Atoll Local Gov-
ernment for its successful management of

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Phase | of the resettlement program. Mayor
James Matayoshi has improved local govern-
ment operations in order to make RALGOV
administration of resettlement possible. Co-
ordination and cooperation between the local
council and the Marshall Islands government
is enabling far greater progress than anyone
expected. With the extension of the agreement
for ten years, Rongelap leaders can con-
fidently engage in long-term planning and take
action locally consistent with the federally-
funded resettlement plan to move forward in
the process of both physical resettlement, ra-
diological rehabilitation, and cultural recovery
that is taking place under the resettlement
program.

Following is the agreement by the Depart-
ment of the Interior with the Rongelap Atoll
Local Government, dated March 10, 2000:

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT ON IMPLEMEN-
TATION OF THE ‘‘AGREEMENT REGARDING
UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE IN THE RESET-
TLEMENT OF RONGELAP CONCLUDED BE-
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
THE INTERIOR AND THE RONGELAP ATOLL
LOCAL GOVERNMENT”’

1. With respect to implementation of the
“Agreement Regarding United States Assist-
ance in the Resettlement of Rongelap Con-
cluded Between the United States Depart-
ment of the Interior and the Rongelap Atoll
Local Government’, dated September 19,
1996, as amended, it is hereby agreed that
Section 3 thereof, as amended effective Sep-
tember 29, 1999, shall terminate at the end of
fiscal year 2010, unless extended thereafter
by agreement of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior or applicable law.

2. This agreement shall enter into full ef-
fect upon its signature on behalf of the
United States Department of the Interior
and the Rongelap Atoll Local Government.

Date: March 10, 2000.

JOHN BERRY,
Assistant Secretary for
Policy, Management
and Budget.

For the United States Department of the
Interior.

Date: March 10, 2000.

HOWARD HILLS,
Counsel for Resettle-
ment Affairs.

For the Rongelap Atoll Local Government.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 22, 2000

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, on Thursday, March 16, 2000 | had to re-
turn to my district in order to attend to per-
sonal business. During my absence, | missed
roll call votes 53, 54, and 55.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“no” on Mr. BOEHLERT’s substitute amendment
to H.R. 2372. | would have voted “no” on the
motion to recommit H.R. 2372 with instruc-
tions. | would have voted “yes” to pass H.R.
2373, the “Private Property Rights Implemen-
tation Act of 2000”.

March 22, 2000

TRIBUTE TO EAST TEXAS
LITERACY COUNCIL

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 22, 2000

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the East Texas Literacy
Council, which recently was selected to be the
first literacy agency in the nation to receive ac-
creditation from Literacy Volunteers of Amer-
ica. The Literacy Council is well known in my
district for its outstanding work in promoting
adult literacy, and it is with a great sense of
pride that | join citizens and officials of Long-
view, TX, and Gregg County in paying tribute
to those community leaders and volunteers
who have contributed so much to the success
of this organization.

Literacy Volunteers of America is a national,
nonprofit organization consisting of more than
375 community programs in 42 states. The or-
ganization delivers local literacy services
through a network of more than 50,000 volun-
teers nationwide who have helped more than
half a million adults and their families gain lit-
eracy skills. It is quite an accomplishment for
the East Texas Literacy Council to be chosen
as the first local affiliate in the nation to re-
ceive accreditation from the Literacy Volun-
teers—and it is a testament to the dedication,
hard work and quality of service of the Lit-
eracy Council’s staff and volunteers.

The East Texas Literacy Council was found-
ed as a community-based, nonprofit organiza-
tion in 1987. Through collaboration with other
community agencies, the Literacy Council pro-
vides opportunities for adults in Gregg County
to develop the basic literacy skills necessary
to attain self-sufficiency and to function suc-
cessfully in their community. Last year more
than 500 adults benefitted from this program—
almost 200 learning basic literacy skills and
more than 300 learning English as a Second
Language. These adults were instructed by
more than 100 volunteer tutors who received
ten hours of basic literacy training.

Executive Director of the East Texas Lit-
eracy Council is Freda Peppard, who has pro-
vided effective leadership for the organization
over the past nine years. Current officers of
the Board of Directors are Mary Price, presi-
dent; Clement Dunn, vice president; Jerre
Jouett, secretary; and Jennifer Slade, treas-
urer. Others who have been instrumental in
the Council's success include Cissy Ward,
longtime community leader who helped orga-
nize the East Texas Literacy Council and be-
came its first Executive Director, and Retta
Kelly, formerly publisher of the Longview
News-Journal, who served as the Council’s
first Board president. Another influential com-
munity leader, Nancy Jackson, served as Ex-
ecutive Director following Mrs. Ward’s tenure.
Mrs. Ward and Mrs. Jackson continue to ad-
vise and work with the Council.

The East Texas Literacy Council is a com-
munity success story—and an example of
what can be accomplished through public/pri-
vate funding and through community-based
partnerships. Funding sources for the Literacy
Council include the United Way, Community
Development Block Grant funding and various
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